
Longmont 
Brick1881-2006

Michael Shernick
Introduction to Building Materials and Methods

ARCH 5310
Professor Eric Morris

University of Colorado at Denver
November 21, 2006



Longmont, like most Colorado cities, has a great variety of brick structures, 
ranging from the founding of the city in the late 1800s to the present day. 
Unlike many Colorado cities, though, Longmont has a prevalence of buildings 
that combine Lyons red sandstone with brick due to the city’s proximity to the 
Lyons quarries.

This paper looks at the use of brick in Longmont, starting with one of the 
earliest buildings (St. Stephen’s Church) and ending with one of the most recent 
(the Wal-Mart Supercenter), while covering a variety of uses, from commercial to 
residential.

St. Stephen’s Church and Wal-Mart each have simple structures with relatively 
simple use of brick. St. Stephen’s is simply built due to the financial constraints 
of an early congregation in a frontier town. Wal-Mart, by contrast, uses 
materials in as simple a manner as possible (given city standards mandated to 
the company) in order to minimize expenses. Depending on one’s view, one can 
consider these two buildings as either the “rise and fall” of brick usage in 
Longmont or as “bookends” to a continuum of brick usage in Longmont, which 
continues to evolve.

The buildings examined between these two (the Hansen Building, an historical 
landmark residence, and Roosevelt Place) are all fine examples of the use 
of brick. Given the ease with which one can find examples such as these, the 
conclusion to take away is that building with brick is alive and well in Longmont.



St. Stephen’s Church
470 Main Street
1881

The oldest surviving church in 
Longmont, St. Stephen’s has been 
through multiple renovations and 
changes, as evidenced by the variety 
of brick techniques used. Even so, 
the building maintains its character.

Note the corbelled details on 
the cornice of the addition. This 
level of detail is richer than the 
original building. It is likely the 
congregation had more financial 
resources available by the time the 
addition was built.

Header courses from the 
old structure were carefully 
integrated into the newer addition. 
Note that the header courses 
are every eighth course inctead 
of every sixth, as is common with 
American Bond. The mortar joints 
are concave.          



Gothic arches are used for most of the windows and entryways. 
Note the separation of the brick from the stone next to the lamp 
fixture and the repaired brickwork around the window. Also note 
that the smaller windows use stone for their arches whereas the 
large window in the apse is a rough brick gothic arch. 

This rough elliptical arch on 
the addition is out of character 
with the rest of the building.

In speaking with Claire Lanier, 
the director of the St. Vrain 
Historical Society (the owners 
of the church), she believes 
the building to be wood framing 
with a brick veneer exterior. 
If this is the case, then these 
buttresses are possibly more 
ornamental than structural.

It appears that the 
original entryway 
was a gothic arch, 
which subsequently 
was replaced with a 
narthex extending 
from the main facade. 
Note, too, that on the 
facade, the brick is 
laid in Running Bond 
instead of American 
Bond as elsewhere in 
the building.



Hansen Building
477 Main Street
1904

The Hansen Building, originally built 
for $50,000, was originally renovated 
in 1962, then again in 1997 by Jim and 
Sandy Hansen for $950,000. It is an 
excellent example of the style common 
in Longmont of combining Lyons red 
sandstone with brick.

Note the use of 
rusticated sandstone 
in relationship to the 
red brick, which is 
laid in Running Bond 
with concave mortar 
joints. The sandstone 
has also been used 
on face for large 
smooth areas and cut 
to specific shapes for 
the balconies. All 
of the windows have 
Roman arches.

The combination of brick and sandstone 
creates a subtle variation of color along 
the north facade.



The west facade has significant efflorescence 
problems near the cornice. The efflorescence is 
mostly present with the brickwork, but some of 
the sandstone mortar joints are also affected.

The first floor of the west facade uses soldier 
courses. The verticality of the brick visually 
offsets the weight of the heavy curved balcony 
directly overhead.

Details from the 
north facade include 
bands of sandstone, 
three soldier bricks 
for a vent, and a 
soldier course band. 
Note, too, how the 
second floor window 
is set with a Roman 
arch, whereas the 
garden level window is 
set with a lintel.



Historic Landmark Residence
960 5th Avenue
1928

Located in Longmont’s historic 
district, this residence is an excellent 
example of brick detailing in a unique 
local vernacular.

The facade is laid in 
a variant of American 
Bond. Every seventh 
course, instead of 
every sixth, is a header 
course. Interestingly, 
the header courses are 
laid in Flemish Bond. 
Note the integration of 
red sandstone for the 
keystone of the rough 
parabolic arch. Sandstone 
has also been used 
at the corners of the 
chimney and the gables 
as a counterpoint to the 
corbelled details in these 
areas. Soldier courses 
are used to distinguish 
between floors.        



The house underwent a recent 
renovation by Charlotte Grojean at 
Terra Verde Architects in Boulder. 
Many of the original bricks were 
used for the new facade, but the 
unusual combination of American and 
Flemish Bond was substituted with 
Running Bond. 

The renovation was sensitive to the detailing 
of the original house: soldier courses 
are continued, and sandstone details are 
incorporated at the base of the bay window.

THe interior fireplace uses brick for the mantel and red 
sandstone for the keystone in the gothic arch, echoing 
the details on the exterior of the house. The house is 
built with balloon framing and plaster and lath walls.



Roosevelt Place
636 Coffman Street
2002

Built on speculation, Roosevelt 
PLace is intended as a class A 
office/retail building. It gains 
some of its high end appeal 
from the brickwork, which is 
more carefully done than in 
many contemporary buildings.

Note the slightly tapered brick columns, 
which give the entrance a more graceful 
appearance. The building is made of 
structural steel, so these columns are 
purely for decoration.

The lintels (as well as most 
other non-brick details) 
are cast concrete. Note 
the expansion joints being 
used as a design element to 
frame the window.

Details include soldier courses 
as wall headers with a rowlock, 
endentated corners with brick and 
concrete pillars, and sanded brick 
pavement in the sidewalk. Note the 
efflorescence below the metal fence.



Styles are mixed: Roman arches, Greek triglyphs, 
and a round window reminiscent of the oculus 
in the Parthenon. However, slightly corbelled 
soldier courses and careful use of expansion 
joints to frame windows adds needed detail 
to the otherwise plain Running Bond used 
throughout the facade.

The triglyphs are continued to the ground level. 
Even though the brick is non-structural, the use of a 
soldier course at the base gives the impression that the 
foundation is brick. Integration of brick in the sidewalk 
ties this building to the rest of downtown Longmont, 
where this motif is repeated.



Wal-Mart Supercenter
2514 Main Street
2005

Built after much controversy, this 
Wal-Mart has complied with City of 
Longmont development standards 
for masonry in commercial 
developments.

The building is structural 
steel, filled in with CMU. The 
facade is a combination of 
queen size bricks in red and 
blond, split block CMU, stone 
veneer, and exterior insula-
tion and finish system (EIFS), 
all tied to the structural 
CMU. Detailing is limited to bands of 

CMU and red and blond brick 
juxtaposed to define false windows. 
Expansion joints are placed only as 
necessary and not used as a design 
element. Detailing is kept to a bare 
minimum, yet attempts to lend an air 
of sophistication to the building 
while appearing to be of the local 
vernacular as well.

Internal views show the structural 
CMU used in conjunction with the 
steel structure.



General property information from the Boulder County Tax Assessor:
http://www.co.boulder.co.us/assessor/

St. Stephen’s Church:
St. Vrain Historical Society brochure
Conversation with Claire Lanier, Director, St. Vrain Historical Society

Hansen Building:
http://www.amch.com/building.htm

Historic Landmark Residence:
Conversation with Lori West, owner, who graciously invited me into her house.
Before and After renovation image is from:
http://www.terraverdearch.com/index2.html

Roosevelt Place:
Rendering image is from:
http://www.dolo.org/for_lease/index.htm

Wal-Mart Supercenter:
http://www.ci.longmont.co.us/planning/dev_code/documents/15_05_091206.pdf
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